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Re|Engage With Your Spouse
As the Marriage and Family Pastor here at GVBC, I’m always struck by the powerful
and challenging words of Ephesians 5:21-27

21Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22Wives, submit to
your husbands as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the head of the wife as
Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24Now
as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their
husbands in everything. 25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved
the church and gave himself up for her 26to make her holy, cleansing her by
the washing with water through the word, 27and to present her to himself as
a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and
blameless.

Wives, God calls you to respect your husband by serving him, just as you submit
yourself to Christ. Wives, God is not calling you to disrespect your husband, to make
him feel like he can’t do anything right, to expect that he will be at your beck and call
and meet your every need. God is calling you to die to yourself, to work on your own
character before God, and to serve your spouse every single day.

Husbands, God calls you to love your wife by serving her, just as Christ submitted to
the Father and gave his life for the Church. Husbands, God is not calling you to
dominate your wife, to demand she abide by your decisions, to expect she will be at
your beck and call and meet your every need. God is calling you to die to yourself, to
work on your own character before God, and to serve your spouse every single day.

But we cannot do this in our own strength. We need the support of the Body of Christ.
But instead of reaching out for help, we often end up keeping our marital issues to
ourselves. We don’t want to burden others with our problems. We don’t want to be
embarrassed by being the only ones who deal with a particular issue. We don’t want
to rock the boat and confront past hurts in the marriage. We get caught up from our
busy schedules which never seem to let up.

But something is changing for the better. During the past several years, I have seen
GVBC couples begin to rise up and start to invest quality time in their marriages. Two
years ago, 7 couples piloted a new marriage curriculum called Re|Engage. We were
encouraged by the way it impacted our own marriages, and all of these seven couples
served on the leadership team of the Celebrating ONE Marriage Conference this past
February. From March to June, 9 couples went through Re|Engage, and currently
there are 17 couples in Re|Engage. What I love about these GVBC couples is that
they are so diverse — from newlyweds to those married for decades, from those with
little Christian background to GVBC staff and board members, from those who are
really struggling in marriage to those who simply desire to deepen their marriage.
These couples are discovering we’re never too old, too experienced, too spiritually
mature, or too broken to invest in something as important as our marriage!  Our next
session of Re|Engage will start up in March 2017 so please watch for details early
next year.

Here’s one practical way you can invest in your marriage this week: PRAY for your
spouse. Thank God for his/her unique qualities. Lift up his/her daily concerns. Pray for
his/her continued growth in character. Yes, you may have issues, maybe even big
issues, that need to be worked out. But start with prayer. You’ll be surprised at how
prayer alone can change your perspective.

God bless you as you take steps to Re|Engage with your spouse!

His servant,
Daniel Matsuda
Associate Pastor, Marriage & Family
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BAPTISM TESTIMONIES

On a sunny Saturday afternoon on September 17, two
GVBC'ers publicly expressed their faith in Christ as their Lord
and Savior before a gathering of family and friends. Jan Law
and Lois Yoshimoto were baptized by Pastor Annette
Kakimoto in the Law family pool in Cerritos. The following is
their baptismal testimonies.

JANICE (JAN) LAW

My name is Janice Reiko Law and I was born in Los Angeles
to parents who were born and raised in Hawaii. I am the
eldest of 4 children and I have 3 younger brothers. I basically
grew up in the Crenshaw district until our family moved to
North Torrance when I was a junior in high school.

I cannot remember a time when my mom didn't take us kids
to church, then Centenary Methodist and then Gardena
Valley. My earliest memories are of a Lutheran church
named St. Thomas Lutheran Church. I was invited to attend
GVBC Friday night youth service by a neighbor in 1971.

I remember asking a question when Jesus was on the cross,
“Why did He call out to His Father, ‘Why have You forsaken
me?’”  I wondered if this was before or after He said, "Forgive
them for they know not what they do." For some reason, my
question was never answered. It wasn't until I was in Bible
study that I finally got my answer!

It was during a youth worship time when I learned that, to
truly be a Christian, you had to invite Jesus Christ into your
heart. Although I felt I could always talk to Jesus, this was
news to me so I followed the leader and invited the Lord into
my heart and life. Jesus is my Lord and Savior!  I believe
because Jesus died on the cross I can be assured of a place
in God's kingdom. I plan to make God the center of my life
and continue to take everything to Him and to follow Him.

Henry and I were married at GVBC 29 years ago. It was
while we were going through pre-marital counseling with
Pastor Ron Matsuda that I found out Henry was a baptized
Christian.

Henry and I started attending GVBC regularly once our
youngest daughter, Michelle, was old enough to go to
Sunday school. Our two daughters, Liane and Michelle,
thrived at church. Henry and I began to study the Bible with
Dr. Ken Hiroshige and then with Rick Taira. I am also
attending Pastor Ron Matsuda's Following Christ Today
class.

I am here today to be baptized in obedience to Jesus'
command to be baptized as His disciple and to have a fresh
start. My sins are numerous and odious, but it is only through
Jesus — my Savior and Redeemer — I can even stand
before you and call myself a Christian.

One promise that has encouraged my walk with Christ is
Philippians 4: 13 (NKJV)

13“I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.”

Thank you for your presence here.

(L) Henry Law , Michelle Law*, Judy
Hiroshige*, Jan Law, Lois Yoshimoto, Keiko
Imatomi* and Pastor Annette Kakimoto
(*Candlelighters)

Lois Yoshimoto
Hi. My name is Lois Shizue Yoshimoto. I was
born in Detroit, Michigan. After kindergarten,
my family moved to Gardena, California.
Initially, I attended Gardena Buddhist
Church, but I did not understand Japanese,
nor Buddhism so I quit attending that church.

My neighbor, Helene Kamiya Shimane,
invited me to Gardena Valley Baptist Church.
At Sunday school, I accepted Jesus Christ
as my personal Lord and Savior. I believe
Jesus is the Son of God and the Messiah.
Jesus died on the cross on my behalf and
rose from the dead to reunite me with God.

In high school, I attended a Billy Graham
Crusade and rededicated my life to Jesus as
my personal Lord and Savior. After
graduating from UCLA, Reverend Hirose
presided over my wedding at GVBC.

Over the last 30 years, I have attended Ken
Hiroshige’s Sunday school class; the REST
Group for single parents led by George Sato,
Keiko Imatomi and Michi Masuda; Rick
Taira’s Sunday school class; Kathy Sato’s
Friday night Community Group; and Pastor
Ron Matsuda’s Following Christ Today class.

These groups are helping me grow as a
follower of Jesus. I am still growing in the
Lord with His love and grace. I want to
become more like Him.

My favorite verse is John 3:16:

“For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life."
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEWS 28:19

FRED & JANE TANAKA, CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF JAPAN
“Thank you for your faithful prayers and support in other ways, too!” writes Jane. There were 20 children
along with nine adults at the Good News Camp held at CEF headquarters. One boy made a decision for
Christ while six others received assurance of salvation. Please pray that these children would continue to
grow in the Lord and serve Him. Please also pray for Fred who will undergo surgery on October 17. He will
remain in the hospital until October 31. For Fred’s pre-surgery prep he went to Mito, the Tanakas’ prefecture’s capital.
On September 2, under the doctor’s orders, Fred was required to swallow an e-camera. Please also pray for Steve
Inouye for him to be able to meet the challenges of taking care of his family while also being free to take TCE Level 1
course. Jane shared, “Lord willing, Steve’s wife, Miku, will be taking the same course next spring.”

KEN & DIANE KUDO, OVERSEAS CRUSADE, SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
There is a nice photo of Eduardo and his young family in the Kudos’ September newsletter. After 25
years of rejecting the Gospel, Eduardo rejoiced when his grandmother received the Lord near the end
of her life. At age 93, Grandma’s health required hospitalizing her. Once again as they had done over
the years, Eduardo and his parents, Tomio and Marcia, asked Grandma to repent and receive Jesus in
her heart. She did not respond. They then asked Dr. Carlos, an elder in the Kudos’ church who speaks fluent Japanese,
to offer Grandma the gift of salvation. As Dr. Carlos spoke to her in Japanese, Grandma exclaimed, “I want Jesus!”  On
the spot, Grandma accepted the Lord. Several days later, Grandma went home to the Lord. At the funeral, Ken preached
the Gospel and spoke of the changes which were evidence of Grandma’s transformed life. Among them, she radiated a
peace and joy in her face once she received the Lord. Ken is thankful to Dr. Carlos who brought both Grandma and his
own mother to the Lord. Eleven years earlier, Ken’s mother received the Lord though Dr. Carlos in Japan.

OCTOBER WORK DAY

A big thank you to the volunteers that came out on Saturday, October 1. We are grateful for the Volleyball group who
come out every month, as well as some from the Wednesday basketball group!  Much was accomplished:

 Some persimmons were picked. Not quite enough to bring out on Sunday, though . . . maybe next month!
 Some intake vents and HVAV ducts were cleaned (pictured).
 The hot water boiler in the courtyard was cleaned.
 The Community Hall floor was cleaned.
 Weeds were pulled, and plants trimmed around the facilities
 Repairs continued on the Sanctuary pews
 The rental garage continued to be cleaned out
 Sanctuary pews were polished and pens and envelopes replenished
 The roof was cleaned in preparation for the winter rain.

It was a great time of fellowship, too, as they gathered around the table. Thanks to Jean Urabe for preparing snack,
spinach dip w/bread, fresh fruit (she picks out amazing pineapple) and blueberry dessert, as well as the Tuesday
women’s Bible study group for a delicious enchilada lunch.

The next Work Day is November 5. All are welcomed to help keep GVBC beautiful!  No experience necessary.

Dirty duct before cleaning
Dirty duct after cleaning
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PRECIOUS GIFT OF LIFE
PROFILE OF AMY KATO
BY KATHY AISO
“GOD GAVE ME A SECOND CHANCE. I WILL NEVER TAKE

LIFE FOR GRANTED.” — AMY KATO

GOD RESTORED AMY KATO’S LIFE
By the time Amy was admitted to
Torrance Memorial Hospital ER, she lost
a substantial amount of blood. She was
given an IV. It would take five hours
before Amy’s blood pressure would be
elevated to the point where she could
receive a much needed blood
transfusion. After receiving two pints of
blood, she stayed in the hospital overnight where
she was closely monitored.

This episode occurred in June of this year after
Amy noticed a drastic change in her bowel
movement. As it continued into the second day,
she realized she was bleeding internally. It
startled her as her heart began pounding to the
point where it seemed as if it was beating outside
her chest. At any moment, it felt like she could go
into shock. After she phoned her son-in-law,
Mike, and left a message, he phoned back. “I’m
dying,” Amy said in haste. “Please take me to the
hospital!” With no time to spare, Mike picked her up and
drove her to ER where she was properly treated. Amy is
thankful to the Lord for orchestrating the chain of events in
a timely manner which saved her life.

WHAT CAUSED AMY’S CONDITION?
Amy didn’t realize it, but after taking part of an Aleve-D
tablet nightly on an empty stomach for a period of time
caused havoc. Eventually, three bleeding ulcers formed in
her stomach which eventually burst. The tablet had the
effect of making her feel good. At the time, she did not
realize the internal damage it was creating. Today, she is
thankful to God, her family, friends, and members of our
body, who supported her through and following the ordeal.
She really appreciated everyone’s prayers for her. “After
the incident, I wake up every morning and thank God for
being alive,” she shared.

GOD IS ALWAYS WATCHING OVER HER
Amy is thankful that God has always been watching over
her. A native of Southern California, she grew up on a
floral farm in Dominguez Hills with her parents and one
older and three younger siblings. Her father wanted all his
children to become Christians so he dropped them off at
the Gardena First Methodist Church (GFMC) every
Sunday. It was at Long Beach State College (LBSC)
where Amy received the Lord. A Campus Crusade student
witnessed to her. He began by informing her, in order to
be saved, she must be born again. Amy was struck by his
words and received the Lord. At LBSC, she pursued her
goal of becoming a teacher, receiving in a B.A. in
Elementary Education in 1962. Around this time, she met
her future husband, Bob Kato, through friends. They
married at the Gardena First Methodist Church in June

1963. They had three lovely daughters,
Kimi, Michele, and Gail. Today, the
family has grown to three son-in-laws
and seven grandchildren The
grandchildren, who range in age from
16-24 years are the love of Amy’s life.

AMY’S HUSBAND, BOB,
ACCEPTED CHRIST

From the time Amy’s daughters were small, she
brought them to Sunday school at GVBC. In the
beginning, Amy regularly attended church with
Bob joining her for Christmas and Easter
services. In the 1970s, she felt overjoyed when
he accepted the Lord at Mt. Hermon Family
Camp. In the last decades of Bob’s life (from the
1990s to 2000s), he began actively seeking the
Lord. Bob began reading the Bible on his own
and he attended Pastor Ron Matsuda’s Oasis
class as well as Shig Kawashiri’s adult Sunday
school class, seeking answers to questions
about God. He also regularly attended Sunday

morning worship services. In June 2008, the Lord took Bob
home.

THE MOST TRAVELED PERSON
Before Amy’s children were born, she taught elementary
school. When her daughters arrived, she enjoyed being a
stay-at-home mom. When the girls grew older, she took on
part-time jobs. Among the jobs, Amy was a GVBC
preschool teacher when the church had a preschool
program during the week. Today, Amy continues to enjoy
teaching as she tutors students and adults from Japan.
She also loves to travel. She is probably the most traveled
person one would ever meet, having visited all seven
continents which include numerous countries as well as
many parts of the U.S. With an artistic eye, she captures
beautiful scenery and flowers with her camera. She has
won or placed in amateur photo contests.

LIFE’S GREATEST GIFT IS SALVATION
Amy’s favorite Bible verse, Ephesians 2:8 reminds her that
life’s greatest gift is salvation.

“For by grace you have been saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God.”

God gave Amy back her earthly life which she dearly
cherishes. Most importantly, she is grateful to the Lord for
giving her eternal life. She affirmed, “Both are generous
and precious gifts from God.”
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

LETTERS TO OUR FAMILY
Dear GVBC, My mom [Hanayo “Charlotte” Gibo] enjoyed her time spent attending service and participating in many
GVBC activities. Many thanks for allowing us to have her memorial service there last month and thank you for the
beautiful floral wreath. Love Jeannette, Corey, and Kelly (daughter and granddaughters).

IN THE NEWS
Several pictures of GVBCers was spotted on the front page of the Thursday, September 29, 2016 Gardena Valley News
during our Keep Gardena Beautiful. Theres a picture of Barack Aubrey with the caption: Doing his share of community
work at the Gardena Civic center is Barack Aubrey, 4. He and his mother [Amini Aubrey, our part-time maintenance
assistant] were among the 90 volunteers representing the Gardena Valley Baptist Church.

Another pictured showed Ruth Enos and several GVBCers planting ground cover and trees outside of the Gardena
Police Department.

FROM PASTOR STEVE
Dear GVBC Family,
I blew it. One of the responsibilities that we hold is your trust in the decisions made by GVBC and how those decisions
affect our community. Many of you have worked hard to make sure that GVBC is a light in our community, and you have
done a great job in loving our community! However, we can shine our light or dim our light by the decisions we make.
Last week, for the Alzheimer’s/Dementia seminar, we associated with a group that has hurt a lot of those in the
Japanese-American community. Some of you, who love our church, made me aware of the problem, and Cindy Matsuda
did a tremendous job to pull back on the hurtful issues, and even cancelled one set of speakers. I am now working with
the Board of Deacons to come up with some guidelines to review all those that GVBC associates with, those who use
our facilities, and even speakers. I apologize for not having thought this decision through so that the trust in GVBC and
the work of Christ would be kept strong.

His child,
Steve

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE
BY PAUL HIRANO, O.D., PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

Great News! The Profile is finished! It was a task
which took many hours and many people to
complete. Sometimes meeting on back-to-back
days; sometimes meeting late at night to
accommodate varying availabilities your Pastoral
Search Committee has finally finished what was

started months ago. I want to say a special thank you to the
families of the PSC members who have put up with the many
absences of a mother, wife, father or husband. We have felt
an urgency to fulfill this very important task and I know it has
sometimes weighed heavily on those at home and cut into
important family time. I can only say, I am so appreciative of
every member of the PSC. They each have brought their own
unique perspective and wisdom and they have each
contributed mightily to our effort. So, again I say to all of you
family members, a heartfelt “Thank You!”

We hope what has been done will accurately reflect GVBC as
a whole so a prospective candidate will be able to recognize
God calling him to our church. It is a culmination of the
hundreds of surveys you completed, demographic studies and
many hours of pastoral and staff interviews. We wanted it to
be what God wanted and not what we as a committee wanted.
At the beginning of each of our meetings, we prayed that the
Holy Spirit would move and not our will, but His would be
done. You can see the Profile for yourself on the GVBC

website: www.gvbc.net. Now is the time to direct anyone
you deem a good senior pastor candidate to our website.
He can read the Profile and download an application. In
addition to your referrals, we will be distributing through
the American Baptist Church organization, seminaries,
JEMS, and nationwide ministry networks.

In early October, we met with Sam Chetti, the Executive
Pastor and CEO of the American Baptist Churches of
Los Angeles, Southwest & Hawaii. He has been guiding
us through this process and we discussed the next step:
receiving applications, sifting through them, interviewing
and selecting. Ultimately, the church membership will
meet the candidate and vote on his coming to GVBC. We
will be careful in our selection process and have faith we
will be led to the pastor who the Lord has chosen for us.
As we go forward in this critical time, I would ask each
individual to continue to remember us in prayer each day
at noon and your community groups would pray for us at
each of your meetings. There is still much to do, but
when God is with us, who can stand against us?  I have
been reading Joshua recently: “Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”
Praise God for His faithfulness to GVBC and to the entire
search process. — Paul S. Hirano, O.D.



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR
PASTORAL APPRECIATION MONTH
GVBC is blessed with a faithful and sacrificial pastoral staff,
which includes directors, coordinators and interns (and their
spouses, too!). Let’s show our appreciation this month by
writing or emailing them a card or note of encouragement. If
you would like to give a monetary gift, please make the check
payable to the individual pastoral staff member. A box will be
on the Narthex counter to put your cards/notes.

MAHALO: MERCY AFFIRMATION HEALING
ACCOUNTABILITY LOVE OVERCOMING
MAHALO Sundays, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Room 201 (upstairs in
the Nichigo homeroom). Mahalo is a Christ-centered healing
ministry for anyone and/or their loved ones who are
challenged by habits, hurts, idols, attachments, or addictions.
For more information contact Pastoral Intern Diane Ujiiye at
the church office or email Diane at: mahalo@gvbc.net.

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING
Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a prayer
time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing missions work.
Please join us for prayer; open to all. Information on our
missionaries and mission projects will be provided. For
questions please contact Linda Hayashi through the church
office.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday nights until Tuesday, October 11, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.,
room 250. Led by Chaplain Brian Lo, co-leader Debra Mason.
For more information, contact brianhlo@gmail.com. To sign
up, fill out the flyer on the Narthex counter or call the office.

Re|Engage
Fridays, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. or Sundays 4:30 — 6:30 p.m.
December 18 (no meeting on November 25, Thanksgiving,
December 4, Christmas Potluck). Open to all married
couples. The curriculum will include topics of love and
brokenness, grace and humility, communication and conflict,
and much more. If you are interested in being a part of
Re|Engage, please contact Pastor Daniel Matsuda at
Daniel@gvbc.net or call him at the church office, ext. 681.

FAITH STORY
Sunday, October 9, 12:30 — 3:00 p.m. Development and
writing led by Cyril Nishimoto from 12:30 — 3:00 pm. Come
and learn how your testimony or faith story can be a powerful
witness tool. Sign up at the Guest Center after the worship
services.

WOMEN'S BREAKFAST.
Saturday, October 22, 8:30 - 11:00 a.m., Community Hall.
Setup on Friday evening. Cost is $5 per person. Our speaker
will be Hazel Endo on the theme "From Adversity to Spiritual
Maturity" from Psalms 62:8 and 1 Thessalonians 5:18.
Registration on the Sundays of October 9, 16 in the Courtyard
or front of Community Hall.

BEING PREPARED FOR COLLEGE
Sunday, October 23, 12:30 — 2:30 p.m., Room 218, lunch
provided. Speaker is Steve Bautista, College Counselor at
Santa Ana College and parent of a college student.

GVBC ANNUAL HARVEST FESTIVAL
Monday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Set up on Sunday,
October 30, 1:00 p.m. As we prepare for our Harvest Festival 6

for the community and church family, we are in need of
volunteers and donations of:
 Candy (individually wrapped in unopened bags)
 Mini Pumpkins (3½ - 4 inches)
 Gently used clothes (infant — 10 years old)
Please drop off your donations in the wooden box in the
Narthex on any Sunday up to October 30. During the week,
you can also bring them to the church office and drop them in
the plastic container marked “Harvest Festival” next to Jan’s
desk (first desk as you enter the office. We also need
volunteers. Signup fliers are also available on the Narthex
information counter.

WORK DAY
Saturday, November 5, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up
coffee and donuts. No experience needed to help with minor
repairs, landscaping maintenance and cleaning. All ages are
invited. Come when you can, leave when you must.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
Sunday, November 6. Fall BACK one hour.

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 13

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
Sunday, November 20

OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday & Friday, November 24 & 25, Thanksgiving holiday

WORK DAY & CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Saturday, November 26

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, November 27

HOLIDAY CONCERT BY WENDY KATAGI
Sunday, Nov. 27, Sanctuary, 3:00 — 4:00p.m.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, October 19 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, October 16.

PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCES
 THE MISSION INN HOLIDAY LIGHT FESTIVAL: Thursday, December 8, $118 per person (includes gratuity for the driver).

DEADLINE for final payment is Sunday, November 13. Tour departs at 12:30 p.m. from GVBC and returns
approximately 9:30 p.m. Experience a memorable afternoon and evening enjoying the holiday traditions of historic
Riverside. Guided tour of the world famous Mission Inn — a National Heritage Landmark — bedecked in holiday
splendor. You’ll have time to explore on your own and do some holiday shopping. Later, you have a holiday dinner at
The Old Spaghetti Factory. After dinner when night falls, you’ll return to the Mission Inn to experience the light show
of over three million lights and more than 350 animated figures.

To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi or visit their table in
the Courtyard after the worship services.

2016 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD GIFT BOXES
By Linda Hayashi

We are excited to announce the kick-off on Sunday October 16 of our participation in this year’s Operation Christmas
Child (OCC) shoebox project.

We will again have the opportunity to partner with Samaritan’s Purse to share God’s love with children overseas. The gift
-filled boxes are distributed through local churches and each child will also receive a colorful Gospel booklet in their
language, making the boxes an effective outreach tool for local churches. Many children who receive shoebox gifts will
also enroll in The Greatest Journey, a 12-lesson discipleship program, where the children learn to faithfully follow Christ
and share their faith with others.

Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has collected more than 135 million gift-filled boxes for children in more than 150
countries. In 2016 the OCC goal is to reach another 12 million children. In recent years, filled shoeboxes from GVBC
have been received in Panama, the Philippines, and Peru. The website at www.samaritanspurse.org/occ has additional
information, videos, and if desired, you can even track the destination of your box by printing a Follow Your Box label.

There will be a limited number of free red/green boxes available in the Narthex starting October 16. You can also use
your own shoebox. If you would like to purchase a plastic shoebox, the box itself turns into a useful gift afterwards. Fill
the shoeboxes with items such as small toys, school supplies, hygiene items, and a personal note. The brochure in the
Narthex has additional suggestions. This is a wonderful project for families or Community Groups.

After the boxes are filled, please include a $7 per box donation (cash, check payable to Samaritan’s Purse or can give
online) to help cover shipping and other project expenses. Please place a rubber band around each filled shoebox.
Shoeboxes will be collected during worship services on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 20. Let’s again bless hundreds
of children with a box this Christmas season!

PARKING AROUND GVBC
Just a reminder there is no parking at Pacific Square. There are newly posted
signs and you may be towed. There is ample parking at Union Bank on
Sundays only (corner of 158th & Western), our Denker parking lot, or street
parking (please be kind to our neighbors by not block their driveway).
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator

NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Sermon Series: Break My Heart for What Breaks Yours

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9
Heart Confidence: God Can Use Anybody
Special Speaker: Pastor Thien Doan, Citylights Church

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16
Empowered by the Spirit: Not Alone
Pastor Daniel Matsuda

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23
Clarity: A Simple and Clear Invitation
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30
Process: Disciples, Not Just Decisions
Pastor James Chang

Autumn Worship Schedule


